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The Punjab Political Conference
In the course of  his  presidential   address  delivered   at   the Political Conference
held at Cakara on the 16th, 17th, and 18th. November Sardar Sardul Singh observed :—
To begin with I must complement Lord Irwin and Mr. Wedgwood Benn on die
earnestness which they have shown to placate a very large section of the Indian
opinion which had been treated with such scant respect by men like Sir Malcolm
Hailey and Lord Birkenhead. But this is the most I can speak for the Viceroy's
statement: otherwise it is beautiful only in its vagueness. When the Indians
realise that they were only befooled with words and that the Viceroy's statement
was nothing more than a new handy edition of the declaration of 1917, the reaction
in this country is bound to be so serious, that all those who took responsibility for
the. Viceroy's statement, shall feel sorry for having made it. But still we should
hope for the best. Ihis does not mean that we should not prepare ourselves for
the worst. And from this point of view; the manifesto issued by Mahatma Gandhi,
Pandit Motilal Nehru, Dr. Sapru, Pandit Malaviya, Dr. Ansari and other Indian
leaders meets our requirements most adequately, The Indian leaders have replied
to the Viceroy in as courteous a language as the occasion demanded. I know that
some of us would have liked the leaders7 statement to have been a little stringent;
but such perspns often forget that courtesy never does any harm.
What is desired in the event of the British rejection of our demands, is action,
earnest action and effective action so that Indians might come to their own. It
is necessary that we should faithfully carry out the Congress programme to its
logical,end. We should boycott foreign goods, specially foreign cloth, and should
become one united Indian Nation. Communal squabbles and jealousies should
cease altogether and for ever. The success of both these items in our programme
would impart that strength to Indian demands when no earthly power could resist
But, if even after all this, we find our opponents still stubborn, we shall have civil
disobedience ready at hand as a last weapon.
I need not dilate much to explain the programme in detail ; this has been done
so,many times before and by so many competent men that it is sufficient for me
to tell you here a few words to impress its importance. No nation can be politically
free unless it is also economically free. For the economic freedom of a country it is
absolutely necessary that as far as possible it should use its own products.
•Communal troubles and communal differences are mainly due to our own
ignorance and prejudice which are so cleverly used by the interested persons to keep
us down. The All-Parties Conference tried to grapple with the situation in bold spirit
and laboured as best as it could to narrow down the issues. But as we could not
give the go-by to communal prejudices, the proposals which are now before the
country still smack of communal prejudices and communal jealousies. Their weak-
^ness displays our weakness ; and unless we get rid of our minds of communal bigotry
no workable proposals are possible which might satisfy us for alj times to come. t
It is unfortunate that the All-Parties' decisions have met more opposition in the
Punjab than anywhere else. Not only the Sikhs and an important section of the
Muslims criticise them adversely but even a certain section of the Hindus does not
also favour them. But the differences amongst the various communities are not as
fundamental as these are made to appear. We are quarrelling, about shadows, and
pay little attention to the great achievement of the All-Parties* Conference as regards
the vital points.
It would be better if we could  call  miniature Round-Table  Conference in the
-".Punjab; where Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs  and Christians of progressive views should,
sit together and try to come "to a coriimon decision about those points where they
stijl differ./Whether we have to join  the  Round-Table Conference summoned by
Labour Government or not, it is absolutely necessary that we should dose our
oikas possible,	'       "	*    -    "   "
often ask about how the civil disobedience, is to come about   It is true
t wwild l?e very unwise after our last experience to plunge the whole country
too civil disobedience all at once.   But to me two things seem_to be fairly easy and
practicable.   When we find that there is no hope of cur demands being conceded to,
we can call all thoss individuals, who are prepared for it to cease payment of income-

